The Watejrgate, when I was a young man during the Great Depression, was a nsrble 

V ' 

wall of s, graceful curve on the still-clean f otomac River in Washington, D.G. where 

an old Navy barge was anchored. On it Hans Hindlar put his less than first-rate 

National Symphony Orchestra summer nights in those day before air conditioning 

and the p eople, ordinary people, sat where they could, mostly on steps leading up 
cool 

to the beautiful Cain of the tdncon Memorial and heard music that, too, was beautiful 

even when to the knowing it was less than perfectly played* 
the 

Those were days when hunger stalked the land, -when many of us young adults heeded 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s call to rebuilt the troubled land and rushed to Washington 
for wiiatever small part in this noble adventure we could play. The spirit was great but 
the pay wa3 lousy* Host government clerks got S30 a week, beginners generally less* And 
from tills, many of us sent money horns. 

I 'went to The Watergate often, not to escape the heat but to hear the music and 

because it was a wonderful date. On all those time X never sat on the seat. West of 

the short stretch of commercial buildings at the foot of Wisconsin Avenue & Street 

became little .more than a country road. At about where Thirty-eighth Street -would be 

there was ^empsey ! s Boat House* For a buck I got a canoe for the night. With a picnic 

supper one of us would prepare, my current girl friend and I would padale docn the 

river to To 'Watergate, as early as ws could, to get one of the choicer spots near that 

barge and its music. Then, for a marvelous night we'd lie, arm in arm, rocked like 
old-f ashio ned cribs 

babies in jibes by the undulations of the water occasionally made a little rough by 
passing power boats, and life was as good as it could be. There was peace, The ye was 
beauty to the eye and to the ear. It was a joyous time in a trouble world. 

Going and coming, however, there was an ugly sight that today had an appropriate 
symbolism. Through an enormous round hole in that pure marble wall flowed the endless 
contamination of countless Washington sewers. Over the years they have so polluted 

the river that for years it has been unfit for swiimning. In those early days, when 
during the daytisie my office in the Senate Office "uilding was too hot for comfortable 



3 

V 

work, the woman who became my wife and I would go to or near She Watergate and fish* 

The then-clean river kkasicmd wee full of fish and. eels- We'd make up the work at 
night, when coller winds blew in though o pen office windows- 
And it was relatively quiet then, day and night. 

The DC2 was the standard commercial -airplane, Tlie LC3 was just coming in. Where the 
Pentagon, another appropriate symbol in this story, now obliterates the view of what 
was then a graceful countryside, then there was the old Washington airports 

Progress, as World War II drew closer, was in the flotilla or barged and dredges 
farthur down river, toward Alexandria on the Virginia side. Night and day they sucked 
up the bottom of the river and policed it onto the shore of Gravelley Point., end gradually 
the shore projected further and further into the river so there could be what is now 
National Airporto Then it seemed like progress. Today it also pollutes, offending the 
nose and tfamnanr assaulting the ear. 

Not far to tiie west of The Watergate and the Lincoln Memorial, up Virginia 
Avenue - all Washingtons many avenues are diagonals -there then stood an ugly collection 
to large tanks for the storage of gaa that flowed through pipes to fuel the city's 
vookstoves. Theyawere a blot on the horizon. The area was known as foggy Bottom, 
it was the southwestern edf^e of a slum. 

When one speaks of Foggy Bottom task in Washington today one speaks of the new 
State department Building, which is directly north of the Uncoln Memorial and 
along the south aide of Virginia Avenue. It's western satgn limit is Twenty-Third Street, 

The one constant landmark in the Immediate area, still another symbol, is the old 
Marine Barracks, which begin on the other side of 'SHrenty-Third Street and stand on a 
knoll. 

Where those gas tanks rose like a oldster of small buildings today there is 
now 

what is known as The Watergate, It ia a complex of posh, ultra— expensive apartments, 
offices and assorted businesses. If we want more symbolism we can find it in the fact 
that in this monument to wealth and ostentation the rich have complaints about shoddy 
construction ouch like the clerks who have fled to the suburbs and about poor maintainance 



There were a few pleajsant places in Fogi^r Bottom la the old days. One was another 
Watergate, one of several fine restaurants owned by a woman I knew, ^argorie Hendricks. 
Her restaurants were among the customers of my farm in the years $>f my farting after 
World War II. 

2B 

no graf 

When the Societa Generals Imnobtliare (light) of Rome announced it would develop the 
10-acre triangle formed by Hew Hampshire and Virginia Avenues and Rock Creek Parkway, 
its value then, in 196^, was given as $75,000,000. By 1975 reliable authorities 
estimated the worth at almost twice that, in excess of $125,000,000 at least. Of the 
743 cooperative apartments in three dwelling units, at the tine the scandal was 
really coming apart, only three, in the newest of Watergate South unit, were unsold. 

Then there is The Watergate Hotel (260 rooms), whose business boomed with the 
scandal. And two Watergate office buildings, one along New Hampshire Avenue and the 
other, the one in which M:he Democratic National Committee has its offices on the sixth 
floor, facing Virginia Avenue, accross the street from an alec— new Howard ^ohnson’s motel. 
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Olrer the yearn. The Watergate has always l3een a symbol. First it was of peace and 

beauty. Then, with the erection of the complex, of wealth and power. This lasted only a 

few years, unto. fifiStVlEg. the morning of Saturday, June 17, 1971. From that moment 

on and through all of history it will be symbolic of the deepest subversion in our 

history, of stupid excess that finds a parallel in a Munich beerhall* of raw and 

liaitlness power run amok, and of indescribeable contemptfor decency and honor, 

for people and for our system of society.aaS 

When at that early hour five until then unknown men were ineptly caught in an 

inept sthr t a i H common dime that was stupid and inept and would have served no useful 

purpose if it had succeeded, Ameeicas fascism became visible. In the months that 

followed, in all the words written and spoken by writers, analysts, politicians 

ana professors, bills ugly word., fascism, was never once use. 

and much loager in fact, 

For years, five in my own writing/ this Kansas malignant authorita rian! am 
had been growing unnoticed in the American body politic. 
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extra space 

To the north and to the northwest of She Watergate, the small area bounded by the 

meandering Potomac on the south and Rock Greek Paris on the east* lies one of Washington's 

Before the American Revolution* 

more exciting sections, Georgetown. t was a separate settlement* known as 

George's Town, after the king of Sngland. Then and through the abbreviated a c tM i ata 

Kennedy /dsdiGLotration Georgetown, a; though it held fine shops and housed government 

clerks, was best known as the home of fclie socially and preli tally prominent. Those 

of moans roljuilt the larger and finer old buildings * or bought them from those who 
close to a 

had. Values of/a quarter of a million dollars were attached to residents that were 
not large* had cost nothing like that* and could have boon built for considerably less. 

The p winter of John Kennedy's content, after he had whipped Richard Nixon and 
before* as President, he moved into the $Mte House, the press froze in waiting and 
observing outside Kennedy’s N Street home in Georgetown. It was a winter of heaviner 
than normal snow, but the reporters of the printed press and of the electronic media 
stamped their feer ;md flailed their arms to keep their blood circulating while 
watching the coming and going of visitors, then to conjecture whether each would hold 
a poet in the new government and if so, what one. Formal announcements of appointments 
were made from the Kennedy doorstep, into the narrow street. Nothing like it had happened 
in any earlier interregnum. 

Here , too* there is a eymbolism. Those who succeeded. Kennedy, both men who could 

never have been President had Kennedy not been assassinated, were never so open. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson went into a fury if word of his appointments leaked out* some© 
cancelling 

times nhXH j$ag the appointments if he could not announce them as a surprise. Nobody 
was going to "scoop" LBJ. And Richard Nixon, knom as a solitary man, a lthough that is 
hardly a full charac terf. nation * was to run the most secret administration in lilted 
States history, to show lose of himself to the people when it was possible for him to be 
more visible because of the advances in electronic communication* 

Georgetown is the one part of Washington about which Charles L ? Enfan t, -■■tKiriS^cafa»«* 



5 



n 

could do nothing. L 'Enfant, a Prenchaaa, was imported to lay out the federal city 
when the former colonies became a nation and eaig designated as its capital the city 
that boro the name of the military leader of the Revolution and the first President. 

Bi ^yoSr S ° f bl00dy w fre3h “ ^ 111 tlWse constant warfare between states, 

the ayars of the one of monarchies. L* Enfant was not alone In anticipating other 

>fars would touch the shores of the first, representative society. In laying out the 
eaprtcl erty, its military defense was foremost in his thinking and in his design. 

While all the dangers that lay alioad were political in origin, the city was built 
to be defended against military attack. 

Slisre were two in Washington's history. l t fell to the first and was sacked, by 
the h ' • in Va\2» The rebellious forces of southern slancholdBrs held most of the 
soutliem side of the Potomac, the State of Virginia, and circled fro* the west and 
north, coming ae far into Washington as what is now the spacious grounds of Walter 

Seed Army Hospital, where observers spied on the city to the south from a large tree 
s'cdjLi standing arid known tho tree# 

Iu lAeither struggle did 1* Enfant* s design make any difference. In 

nation 

truthf Retest tm&rz -to Washington and the feoot it symbolisae were never 
foreign and were always pir political. 

Washington, save for Georgetown, is laid out like a tehassfc series of wheels, with 
small circles at the hubs to control the streets running in all directions from the 
eirclss. This means diagonal thoroughfares as well as streets running easiest and 
north-south. She diagonals are designated avenues and are named after the States. 

The meet famous of these avenues in the most crooked and unpredictable, confusing 
strangers* Its most famous address is 1600. That is the address of the White House, 

j.ir3t tee home and than the home and the office complex of President. 

Washington wad to have been a square composed on almost equal Basra cessions of 

land from inland and Virginia. Virginia never ***** its part. Rand's contribution 
is divided into rara* quadrants designated by the compass points, Northeast, Southeast, 
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Southwest and Northwest, except in conversation called by the initials* 

The geography has si.piificance in the story to follow* 

To the west of the White House is nter one of the oldest government office buildings, 

pre~G±vil War 

When the country was young and snail, ha whoa it was for its/day a very largo structure, 
it was known as The State War an Navy Building, later, it became' the State building 
until the rebuilding of Fogry Bottom, Once the department of Stats, the Foreign Office 
in other countries, had other housing, it became The Executive Office Building, the 
place in which the President 1 a burgeoning personal staff overflowed froci those atrwfcurea 
added to the grounds of the WMto House proper. 

To the east of the White House is The Treasury building. It remains what it has 
elrnwa always boen, the hone of the department of the Treasury, Eith the' passing ot tamo 
and the increase in and diversification of its functions, it had taken space in. other 
buildings as needed, 

Tire co tliree ^rm?airszH.t structures of the executive branch of the government lie 
along the souther side Of Pennsylvania avenue p between t?th street on th. 1 west and 15th 
street on the east. At 15th Street Pennsylvania Avenue seeing to disappear by Joking 
Off at an angle into Now York Avenue* However, at the souther end of the Treasury 
building it Kjsuaesagaia, going seutJheantimrcl to the Capitol grounds, the homo of the 
Congress, iwBtot^rttaSBBi donrinSted by the Capitol, now the mooting place of the 
two houses of the national legislature. With the growth of the country, office buildings 
have be* -ii added for members of the Senate, to th.s north of the Capitol, and of the 
House of Rcpm sen tatives , to the south, Pennsylvania Avenue thefa runs between the 
Capitol Raiding asit! the three buildings frr the office suites of the Bouse of 
"epresentativep whose members arc known as Congrcsaien, 

As Washington was rebuilt . with the center of the city becoming look-alike 
office buildings, all the ether corners at 17th and Pennsylvsnia Avenue were made 
over, the one on the northwest comer Into a federal structure, the other two into 



commercial space. Their addresses are 1700 and 1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NV, Both will ^ 
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Being so dess to the White House and Its offices, both are prosed addressee. Both 
buildings are aa integral part of 'The Watergate Story. 

As it proceeds westward, Pennsylvania avenue serges into Mr Street after J A 
it crosses Rock Creek. Its separate identity disappears at 27th Street, which is 
really’ the beginning of Georgetown on that side* There it merges into H Street 
which in turn disappears in seven blocks, becoraaing Canal Hoad as it runs along 
the canal built weetaard in the days of primitive transportation, paralleling the 
array ^otomac that soon become unmvigabie. When the canal was in use, when it was built, 
its eastern end was sxsrxSta at The Watergate, 

The former splendor of M® Streot* s fine shops is gone. Today they cater to the 
young who have taken to the swank neighborhood, sharing it with the elite. With the 
influx of the young and their ways exotic to the elite and The Establishment there 
has been a dramatic increase in petty chime, the inevitable concomitant of the 
drug culture. 

Georgetown is no long staid and sedate, no longer quiet. A t is an exciting place, 
excitement and crime both increasing weekends. 

The weekend of June 17, 1972 was and forever will be remembered as the nost 
exciting of all, if it was not then immediately detected or reported, 

Down at that souths rom edge, at The Watergate, at least eight men gathered together 
in tifo hotels for an uncommon burglary, a "bag job** in which nothing was to be stolen, 
Five were caught. Two escaped immediately, a third, left to clean up, soon melted into 
the night. At least one other was on the alert in an apartment within easy walking 
distance. 

^ono of this was im ediately reported by the papers?®. Later in the day, a bobtailed 
account was permitted out. less than what the police then knew. The police themselves 
knew much more than they let the press know. Above all they knew they were immersed in 
am unparalleled crime of exceeding delicacy. The accident that this was a weekend 
crime has much bearing on what followed, including the first provocative suggestion of 
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double-egentry by the some of those involved, in the . conspiracy* 

Here is the account of the dri-sae as revised at 3:58 p.m, Eastern Bayiight Sine, 
by United Press international, what is known as a "night lead", although there are 
only radio and IV night-time uses on Saturdays and the Sunday morning papers* 

Lil-fol lit attached* 

Mors than 12 hour® after the arrests, the police were well into their protective 

falsifications* Official mendacity began earlier and never ended* 

The most conspicuous of these lies is, "there was no evidence to indicate tha t the 

individuals belonged to any specific group*" Almost imrjediately, again by accident, one 

of the five was recognized as the "security director" of Nixon* a re-election eempg-ig n* 

meant that Nixon was burglarizing his political opponents* That is something 

the police were not about to say* Not with Nixon President! 

more serious 

There is no reference to a gaettasg crime in the midst os which this quintet was 
redhanded, 

cau^t^wiretapodng and buggfcig.The police core even less inclined to throw this into 
the fen, Washington is a political town. All the police are conscious of political 
realities* £E1 

If they didn*t know the full story - and we may mover know all of it - this 

small fraction immediately known left no doubt that this was a mind-toggling 

political crime like nothing in the past, one requiring utmost caution and tact, a 

delicaqy not common when bursars are caught in the act* 

J, 4-q* 

Lying and withholding information were the immediate need as they becaoiie the 
unemded need. 

One of the accidents that dominated what ensued is that, with this a weekend, 
and with little or nc national news in prospect, tSie "national" staffs of the newspaper® 
were not working* The local or "city" side reporters were on duty. One of these, on The 
prestigeo»ia Washington Post, was a young reporter Bob Woodward* It fell to him to write 
the original story* 



By all accountings, The Washington Post is one of the "top ten" newspapers in 
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Ihe actuality is that before this account was jbut together in the Washington 

bureau of UPI.the fact that this Was a Republican political crime in which a Republics 

Official had been arrested had been reported by Republican officials remising ia 

Washington to the national oasapaigi director, fomer Attorney General Joh n hevton 

I-fttehelj. t tb.cn in. Oalifoifiis, and instructions to get his successor as Attorney 

Richard Klatadaesat, had bean cUcpateitod. bade to Washington* Two Republic?* officials 

Gordon (Jeorge Liddy, tho other campaign press director, Powell Mtimuwii i-Joore, 
in Washington, one of them one of the as— yet uncaught criminal^ found Kleindienat 
at 

J^S 3 Jfejfe^ 2 gJ 9 SEsffl 6 fflffid the Burning Tree $%as£ golf course, the..tn rfa>iiini t 

■■m.i.^.iiM.Hiiiii..MiiriinilM B 8«Ka usay sGCuri ty-director 

W. Jr., 

James McCord, while Koore^ signalled caution from behind biddy's 

All this and much more 

happened before the tine of the UPI night lead* 
phoned and. informed 

Liddy had rswafagA Mitchell's assistant campaign director, Jeb Stuart Magruder, 
who was with the Mitchell party. Magruder, in turn, informed former Assistant Atti6hey 
u eneral Robert Mardian. After consultation with Magruder, biddy began the wholesale 
destruction of all the Critical evidence. Sis terror was such that he shredded all the 
files, the wrappers of the motel and hotel soap he collected as a hobby (he saved the 
soap itself), even brand new $100 bills numbered serially and tracable. Earlier in the 
morning Moore has seen Liddy stuffing Republican shredding machines, so Moore wa3 
suspicious. Liddy 1 s personal behavior also inspired "core's apprehensions, with no more 
than the news reports needed to stick biddy's conduct and the arrests together. 
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ths country.; 2n raost evaluations, it and The New York T -i ran p are the top two* l Pho 
New Toxic Times* in its Washington Bureau alone has more "national" reporters than 
the entire "national" staff of the Washington Post. 

Boh Woodward, new to the Post, broke into reporting under an old friend of mine, 
a former Washington Post. 'veteran. Soger Faxgnahar. Roger edited the State of Maryland’s 
largest and best weekely newspaper, the Montgomery County Sentinel, in Rockville, a 
Washington suburb 0 (Montgomery is the county in which I farmed for some years before 
returning to writing.) 

Roger is a man under whom a number of fine reporters got their early training. 

-Another is HBC»s Ron Hessen whose courage is such he was wounded repeatedly covering 

the war in Vietnam, a war that is also an essential part of The Watergate story end 
jounuuictlc 

crimes. Ron'e/integrity is such that despite his wounds and his heroism, the South 
Vietnamese dictatorship expelled, him for reporting the unwanted truth* 

Beoause the Pist serves adjoining parts of Maryland and Virginia, what is 
usually known as the «d$y« desk has three parte, one for each area served. The 
"metro" or Washington third is presided over by Btoy Sussman, a £& man who 
speaks softly, a man quite unlike the city editor of the movies and the novels. 

One of the wiser major editorial decisions of the Post’s management was to keep 
this national story under the then little-known Sussman and his city— side staff. 

As the story and the taatia staffing demands grew, national-side reporters filled in 
from time to time. 

Bad the Post not mad® this early decision, supervision of the reporting would have 
competed for the attention of the national editor. Richard Harwood, it would thereafter 
have been port o± all tn© news of the nation and the nation(s government to which 
Harwood, whose earlier experience was as an investigative reporter, had to devote 
fcmsolf. Sussman and his staff of reporters devoted themselves, as the story grw t to 
it, as little as possible interfering with the intense attention they gave it. 



Vfh.on the alara was phoned to the police and the dispatcher sought a regular, marked 

police cruiser, with uniformed officer®, the only available one was driven by Patrolman 

almost reached 

Dennis & P, Stephenson. He had SHHixhsmi^dEsifcdHiH the Second Precinct jaBararedlaataa 

J*iiiisSsaataHgsgHsZ 2 where he intended to gas up. His tank was alaost empty. On getting 

precinct , 8 * 

the assignment he called the/night watch commander. Captain Bemest Gamer, to report 

his plight and ask ofi further for tone to catch up on reports, the overdue paperwork 

that is the bane of street police. 

three 

“ lls next call was to any car in the area. It was an unmarked car maimed by roughly- 
dressed of x leers, a tactical squad. They wear old civilian clothes and use other devices 
so they can blend with the general population and appear unobtrusive as they prowl in 
trouble-prime areas. Sergeant Paul Deeper and Patrolmen John Barrett and Carl °holfer 
took the <sil and sped to 2600 Virginia Avenue, the main Watergate entrance. This iae 
unit was then two tours past the end of its shift, not unusual with any police and 
less unusual than average in that area on a weekend night. 
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SKKqSOEKS Accidental developaents on the jmaasrafedte part of the police, of which 
two are more significant, fed. conspiratorial rumors the Republicans, in their declaration, 
soon, seised upon to claim that the crime was contrived by the democrats to embarrass 
the Republican. The belief lingcrcs. There is so much sinister in this story, there are 
so many conspiracies known and probable so many unknown and to sremain unknown, it is 
worth beginning the account of tlio exirae and the greater driaoo of which it was pert by 
trying to lay this one to rdat, before the account of the caught crime, that single 
boil that burst, to unconip liicato a story t?iat in reality is complicated enough. 

^ alarn was p^ned' to' the -police, -the only scout car with-esaiferuod pdice- 
naa in it vas almost out oi ^b# ®io then asked by rrulio is another squad 

waemin the area, A eretr in plaitf clothes vm. It ms ia civilian garb, 

made up# zo to speak# in garb and ixi-ha&r to biend tilth the dianged c&nraoter of the 
Georgetown open# *t1igto beards and r*&u^^h cXo tiling are ^cs^ap#** 

Because oi iheunsolVB^ on which they were working and the higher rate of 

crew, wa s wo?Miie.-pvorttQS. _ _ 

In thi? entire metropolitan area, which I know well from long years of living and 

working there, of all the mahy police precincts in the metropolitan area, there are 

none as close together as the two closest to The Watergate. 1 know both from business 

at them of the past. The closer one, the Th&d Precinct, in which She Watergate is, 

for decades had been housed in an old building on the south side of K Street, between 

20th and 21 Streets, next to an old farmer 1 a market that in recent years also yielded 

to the rebuilding of the eoEu,;or«Ul parts of the city. Because of the higher incidence 

of crime to the west and because of the scarcity of expensive land, it was rebuilt at 

23rd and L Streets, roughly a half-dozen blocks along diagonal hew Hamsphire Avenue 

from The Watergate, (There is no "J” Street in Washington.) Next to it to the west 

is tfcs police station on Volta place, a short street that begins on the west side of 
™ , , Bower the part in Georgetown, 

Wisconsin Avenue retire en P and Q Streete ./Wisconsin Avanue/lias beetle the drag 

of the younger set. 

The two police stations are only a dozen blocks apart, the nrm^ng l actuality. 



Bat because the crew that responded to the call from The Watergate was working 

past the end of its regular shifty because they were hippie-like in their dress and 

appearance* and because they were in an unmarked car* the suspicion that their answering 
was 

the call v% p^rt of some other conspiracy* in which it was the design for the fire men 

to be caught, was logical enough. Ho was it logical tiiat in their desparatico. the 

Republicans seized upon it and aou^is to exploit it in their own exculpation® 

Of the many Republicans who sought facxaaknxjbeodtamtWBdA further to victimize the 

crime of which they had been the real viaiams was Vice President Spiro Agnew, Nixon.® a 

running mte 0 Agnew had been what wag* a called "Nixon’s Nixon”, a reference to £se Nixon's 

vile campaigning whenk he had been vice— presidential candidate running with disenhovero 

The diference between the two men is in style, not content* Agnsw is more soft-spoken, 

more dignified-looking* that the younger %xon hod been* Bis words were no less harsh, 

if chosen with more i areo He had launched a dishonest attack on the press when its 

exposures became an embarrassment to the Nixon administration, seeking to transfer 

guilt to the media® With She Watery te he did precisely that until his position became 

inclerable even to him. After the She election, when worried about his own ambition to 

become grosident * he fell silent for months. During the csmpAfegn, thos w »3 impossible* 

He continued his vilification of the press, focusing on The Washington Boat, which 

became guilty because it brought most of the fact to light/ And as late as three months 

after the arrests* he was still laying the dime to the Democrats, 

James T. Wooten 1 s report of Agnew’s September 19* 1970 1972 campaign appearance in 

minneapolis, Minnesijte. printed in the next day^s New York Times, begins » 

Vice President Agnsw*s forr^al campaign began here today with Sto suggestion 
from him that the„men indicted for the break-in at tho Democratic headquarters in 
Washington last gxx J ime were 'set up* by someone attempting to embarrass the epublioan 
party* * 

Aalcei to identify that person, “r. Agaew declined* •• 

(Prior to this, Agnes’s ploy had been to deprecate the who.1e stink, as .in his 
August 24 press conference, where ho asked, "What is there in the Democratic headquarters 

that's so vitally important to the Republican party this ye a r? Although he knew othercd.se, 
knerj that tho crime was ordered by and ms for the Party and in the last analysis 
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stemmed not only from the ^hite House but from the President himself, Agaew said 
that there was neither party nor White House connection, with it, another dirty way 
of victimizing the democrats for telling the truth, ) 

Aside from the vicious and unpriiicipled misuse of it by official and unofficial 
republican spokesmen, there is nothing conspiratorial, ho thing untoward, about the 
detection of the crime and the criminals on the pert of the police „ 

What is exceptional is how the criminals were detected, mors exceptional still 
that they were caught because of the ins&uiitivily and stupidity of the guard who 
became a hero because the press lobks for hares, not because he was one, Ann more 
exceptional titan even this Is the fact that the Republican agents - they were hardly 
common crooks -experienced as all were in this kind of clandestine work, continued with 
their project after they Isaew it had been detected,, 

%ts reality, the incredible combination of arrogance and stupidity that would not 
be credited in a grade B movie or a cheap spy novel, is the incredibility without which 
there would bo no Watergate, none of the knowledge of the more serious end genuinely 
subversive crime created by Nixon himself, that gradually, and despite Nixon s best 
efforts end those of all of his henchman, in and around the ^taite House, directlt and 
indirectly involved in a catalogue of crimes so long it will never be compiled, managed 
to oose out of the much to which Nixon had reduced the once honorable celling of politics, 
chapter can bejtin here) 

Let us address these crimes as an intelligence analyst would, beginning with the 
essential facts of the initially-detected crime* 

A total of eight men JBraaMhdaaaoBWW i are known, to have been at the score, There 
is reason to believe chore were more. Of these, once, a tourer ¥W, agent from Connecticut, 
Alfred O', Baldwin III, was holed up in the Howard Johnson Hotel ^across Virginia Avenue 
from The Watergate, Earlier, until the moment of the break-in, iu.3 boss, James W. McCord, 

Jr., Republican security director, had been with him. In She Watergate itself, in the 
hotel part, registered with intended irony in the room of "Bari Warren*, the of 
tte previous liberal Shief justice of the United States Supreme **ourt, a mar, they detested. 



were Diddy and Everett© Howard Hunt, Jr. And Tour anti-Can tro Cubans from ‘‘‘laoi, 

where they were joined by McCord, were in the garage* where the locksmith among them 

picked the automatic&lly^losiiig lock, whence they made their way into the stairway 

leading upward in the section of The Watergate housing offices. 

As they opened each of the locked and self-locking doors, they immobilised the 

latch with common marking tape. Them wee a lock to be kept open for escape at each 

I nad l n g and in each corridor they had to use, as there was on the sixth-flftor main 

entrance into Democratic National Committee headquarters, the outer side of which 

fronted on Virginia Avenue, its balconies, one of the architectural features of The 

Watergate, within Baldwin’s unobstructed view» 

Two separate crimes were planned. That they were combined violated everything 

these experienced intelligence men had all been taught and had for years practised. 

The combined experiences of the seven men brought to trial when the federal government- 

Hixen’s government - could no longer delay it, exceeded two long lifetimes. Baldwin 

was not prosecuted when he turned State’s evidence, 

* 

ii Unt, who had beat the political genius of several of the CXAts more spectacular 
Operations, was the political genius of The Bay of Pigs, as he, not I, regards his role. 
In it, the leader of the revanchist Cubans, Bernard D. Barker, known as ^eraie", had 
been Hunt’s next-in-ccmtTnand, as and Hunt both describe it. Barker had worked for 

the S'BX as wells as the CIA. had a3j>o been part of Wibcn Dictator Batista’s secret 

police. An American bom Cuban, his service to BatisAA, which was also service to both 
the CIA and tho FBI, cost him his American ui ttBenahip. 

McCord, like Hunt, had had a World War II military career, lie was than a reserve 

i 

colonel in an unusual intelligence function. After training and service as an FBI agent 

he had switched to the CIA, whose director of security he was whan ha reached retirement 

. 

age* He performed other CIA services with quiet ««?«!**» effeoienoy, some spectacularly 

jf 

but unreported because of the silent n&turo of secret intelligence* 

All the Cubans, associated with, friends of and subordinate to Barker,* had previous 
CIA careers. There is reason to believe that with some this connection was still alive. 



All were $ay of Hgs veterans, derring-do » aoldier-af-fortune types who regarded any thing 
* 

that in their distorted ■view could ba conceived as enti-Cactro as the ultimate in 

activist 

patriotism# to the unirod States , not really to ssssfc Cuban erjU.es an adopted country# 
and to their native tetoc island* 

Frank Sturgis, horn and better-kno.in as Frank Fiorini, where got the name 3turgls 
when ids mother remarried and settled in tidewater Virginia, where the his toric James 
Bivor cstipties into the ^tOUixiiic ocean, Florin! male quite a name for himself in hi s 
anti-C&strO futilities, the best-known of which was an ovcrfli^it of Havana, which he 
"bombed* 1 witl* what was taken as Batista propaganda. 

The others# soon infamously on all front pages, were less wall known only because 
their activities hnu not been reported, S!h2$Xii33X lak e all the ethers# they hold 
political views that it is $ot unfair to term American, fascism, they are that extrema. 

The views of all aro with all atiicles of faith# of deep,^md sinecrist belief# ^oing 

along vdtii the idiot politics they share with their caudi Ho 1 b an idiot 

\ 

morality coia-on to all. 

Initially he gave the police more concern than the others because he had in his 
possession a passport in the name of EdwfLpd Joseph Hamilton, the name he gave on arrest# 
*iorini was equj&ped to skip out. cluinl^to have a salvage company and to he a -part- 
time sidesman for Miami * b FanpAiaerican Aluminum. Corporation, 

And like ail the others, they gave fake names, with complete acts of false identifi- 
cation papers to support their false identities, -n real life they are* Vrirgilio R# 

Gonzales and Eugenio 8. %rtiness 0 

Martinez Sat was then employed by Barker’s real-estate firm# Barker and Associates# 

2301 M Seventh street# Mi ami# Gkmzalea was a locksmith# employed by the Missing Link Corp- 
oration, 221 SW Sight Avenue# Miami. 

If one wore to set out to jiiicule the simply unbelievable series of gross errors 
each of those experienced spooks committed in a satirical movie# it would he regarded 
as excessive* Hank amateurs would bo expected to know better. Without these professional 
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and logical blunder oven after detection they would not have bo^n aaughi* And after 
they wore caught and gave ttO.se Identifications , to.e£r real identities were is: ;ediately 
established by the collection Of identifying personal objects all had with the, on their 
persons or in their room in that very complex* 

Idddy* spjroawter of the ]y*oject» was so certain after the initial arrests that he 
and others, 

assured METdian/ in person, that the raen. could not be traced to the Bepublicars, 
offered his own life, unasked, if it turned out he was wrong* had "moral scruples? 
against suicide, ho said, so they could pick out any street corner to their liking end 
he would bo standing there at anv time they chose, waiting to be assassins, ted ! 

Barker, that assisting genius of the Say of Pigs debacle, had hie pockets stuffed, 
with 53 SI 00 bills lm ediately traced to him end the KjSft Republicans by their serial 
numbers* 

including 

Were those not more than enough, there remained a gmerous supply of olu.es/ personal 
letters, address books* 

To pun on the popular TV series, this was an authentic Mission. Incredible crew* 

McCord, at least, had emptied his pockets in Baldwin’s room, fto could not leave 
his face behind, however* “o worked. with the Washington oclicr. One recognised him 
at first glance* 

As it later turned out, this same mam motley crew bad broken in to toe 3&me %niocratio 
headquartorc a few weeks earlier* The second trip should have been easier, for they then 
knew the lay of the land* 

After too initial ponetr&tioa following midnight ^uae 17, when they returned with 
their •qtdpaanl - they planned quite s, right of it ~ they itoscowSted that toe tape bad 
been removed from toe doori lending into the building fro-, tho garage* 

They did not then and there abort the mission, ao reasonable, circumspect men would 

have* These are authentic authoritarians* They had to liav.? orders* So, using one of throe 

expensive walkie-talkies McCord had bought with ^publican looney, they radioed ^unt and 
one of ton 

Idddy, who were in/The Watergate Hotel/ remm. After a full ecpl&nation, the team got its 
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/ They followed suit with all the doors and looks on that level* 






heck 
t nai 



name 



orders s 

"Carry on!" 

As dearies as they were iaads ( the five did* 

First they picked sradrfcape the lock from the garage into the stairwell and retaped 
\ they jimmied the lock that permitted access to the corridor, 

iti 5 k a »«nr!niraw!»iMMii *y » *»*• At the sixth floor/ ^ust past another stairway leading down to 

the lobby, they picked and iapeci another lock, which permitted them to pass a hank of 

four elevators and gain access to ^esncratic headquarters through a pair of double glass 

foors. Once they passed the unoccupied reception desk, they picked still another lock, 

letting themselves into the office of party secretary, Mrs Dorothy Bush]' Here they 

removed two ceiling panels and McCord set to kfcs axtaata one of his tasks, planting 

a "bug", and electronic device tor transmitting what its microphone picked up to 

the deceiving station already in operation accross the street, manned by Baldwin, 

From the tine of the break-in he had been eavesdropping and making regular xssxje 

r -ports to McCord/ on what he overheard. Under Barker, the Cubans suix&x 

started ransacking files, seeking Incriminating documents* Tliey wer s prepared to copy 

until daylight, judging from the capture of 40 rolls of unexposed 35®m film captured 

vith thorn. 



Meanwhile, the dolt of a 24 year old, $80 a week "securlty"guard, making another 

their 

round, discovered that the doors from which he had removed the tape had its locks taped 

again, ThejElrst time he had merely assumed the taping to be innocent, a new concept 
In his wjon words, *’rank Willis said it clearly, "I wasn't suspicious." 
in security and in guarding/The second time he returned to the lobby and phoned the 

police. After the short delay radioing back and forth because the marked car with the 

uiiiforniod crew was running out of gas, the mod squad cops arrived. 

The papers had to have a heor in this tale on unalloyed stupidity and vaillainy. 

Willis was the only one available, so they made a hero of him. And making an Greats 

hero of him made him extra money, B on _existing dangers wore invented to jeopardise him. 

|£e went for it, as did his friends, hater he was to philosophize, brave man that he is, 

"If they knock me off, they knock mo off. They can't eat me, I can't drive around in 

an Array &ank, " '^his months after that first night, months in which nothing happened to 



him, month in which there ms no reason to dream anything would happsn to Me, was 
in greater danger crossing the street In normal traffic. 

The quotation is from an interview in The Washington Post s 1 1 months after the 
arrests. That same month the same paper reported that Willis had hired, a lawyer, S h 
D orsey Evans, to represent him. When representatives of news organizations sought 
interviews with this intrepid ignorer of the obvious, he referred them to ids 
mouthpiece, fc» mind of this alert young man, the words of the newspapers, out it 
all together this way: 

"The Washington Pest, tiie TV stations, lots of people are making plenty of money 
off of *rank Willis except A ’rank Willis [ sic] • " 

Evans supported him in these words, "If the paper® are making money off the Watergate, 
they shouldn't mind sharing a little of it." 

Even the normally conservative National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People got into the hero-worship act, three months after Willis got him a mouthpiece. 

It honored him with a lifetime membership at its 64th annual convention, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, Treasurer emeritus Alfred Baker Lewis explained it this way: 

The newspapers are parting themselves on the back for all they’ve done about 
Watergate, but they couldn t liave done it if it hadn't been for Harry Willi e;," 

Sad to ssy, this is true. Sadder, had the band of five self-described patriots 
not been arrogant and stupid beyond belief, it still would not have hz qpaaiugl y 
been exposed, Boro Willis had given them oil the warning they needed to scram, 
but the big brains, Liddy and Hunt, had ordered them to stay with it. 

extra space, can be new chapter. 
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Willis was waiting in the lobby when the unmarked police car pulled up into the 
untrance. Peering from his Howard ^ohnsaa's hideaway, Baldwin observed this, lie noticed 
the roUght ap; jearanee of the three men as they rushed into the: fancy apjjearanee, that 
some had long hair and beards. wondered. 

After a brief conference with Willis, who told him what he knew, Lepper left 
Sholfer behind, in the lobby, to be srtedfc able to capture anyone; who might seek to escape. 
$g and Barrett proceeded to items seek the intruder or intruders. 

At that moment, it was not know if a crime had been committed or was about to be. 
There was no season to suspect idoa what they discovered in tracing the path of taped 
doors to the sixth floor. There they entered the taped door, still not knowing what to 
expect or where to look. 

knowing 

Barrett's curiosity tookfe him out onto the balcony, Baldwin, texa s ag this was not one 
of his operation. The rough garb and the hair, which he could make out, filled him with 
apprehension. 80 radioed an alarm. Hio repeated calls vent unanswered until finally, from 
the third of McCord's sophisticated equipment, licensed for security use at the corning 
Republican convention, cane an excited inquiry. Baldwin took the voice to bo Hunt's* 

■^nt than tried to raise his patriot burglars, without success. 

Meanwhile, Beeper, then joined by Barrett, searched ^omocratic headquarters to 
the faxtherest coiner. There, in a real cul de sac, in the office of Mario Cumiinghaa, 
secretary «sc democratic Party Deputy Chairman Stanley L. Greigg (right), wore the five, 
hiding as best they could behind the office furniture* 

From the later accounts of the ^ubons, wlio said remarkably little, it seems tiiat 
they also were deceived by the icraxtha physical appearance of the two from the tac squad, 
one of whom at least had his pistol out. They Cubans, themselves burglars , feared real 
burglars had blundered into the sane offices, bent of stealing and capable of shooting. 
They were not worried about being arrested. They were afraid of getting shot, perhaps 
killed. 

Accounts of the words uttered in terror differs, hut they aro all consistent with 
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what these circumstances call for* 

” Don't shoot ! n one of the Cubans is quoted as; having said as he held his hands up, 
joined, one at a tine, byt the other four*, 

"They got us!” Baldwin says he finally heard over his SI, 700 walkie-talkie. 

Whether or not Hunt and Biddy heard these words is not known. Biddy lias preserved 
a steadfast silence. As late as 19, 1973, when called, before a smeomnittee of the 

House of Hepreoentatives Committee on **ilitary affiars* then inquiring into CIA operations, 
liddy refused even to be sworn as a witness. u nless the tost he then initiated changes 
the law* the requirement is that a witness claiming immunity for nny reason, including 
under the Constitution’s Fifth Amendment protection against so lf-incrimination, must 
first be sworn and then, under oath, claim whatever protection ho invokes 0 Refusing to 
take the oath could in itself add a long period for contempt to Biddy’s time in jail, 
where he then was. That is placing a high value on silence. Liddy placed that value on his. 
Hunt, in the last Unute before trial, remained silent* Then, thsi at that last moment, 
changed his plea to guilty and eliminated a trial of himself, (The Cubans follwed his lead.) 
Some Wrw! thereafter hunt underwent another change of attitude and started talking. But 
by the tine of Biddy’s refusal to take an oath. Hunt's testimony had been in secret, to 
two grand juries and a Senate inquiry into the CIA, behind the closed doors of an 
executive session; and In private, to The Watergate prosecutors anti the staff of the 
Senate investigation, prior to public testimony. 

What is know is that, whether inspired by those deathless words so coam to 
cops-and-robbers movies of the past or from comprehensions of the situation, they fled. 

In abject terror, these two hero/patriots. Baldwin saw them fassgxthsffl^^ 
fleeing The Watergate. Liddy just disappeared. Hunt rushed to Baldwin’s room. This is 
Baldwin's account of what then ensued: 



conclusion opon oh. 



' The foregoing narrative* which is intended as an encapsulation and illucdnatioii 
rathaf than a- full account of 33w fetergate break-in, indues roiforraatlan not immediately 



available , in secret or in public* However, lit do infoKoation and nous nos in the 
day*s accounts mast essential for United States political analysts and those in foreign 
intelligence Borviees to know that owaotMng quite ortraordin&ry , ostnaFieuil and. 
opposed to all ioaeleaR isn bolief and tradition was afoot, 

Showing that Republican operatives u ere eau$vt innide ^oROcre.tie national headquarters 



in the dark of light end engaged in bugging* wtro-tapping and photographing files on a 
grand scale* was enough* and this was reported Immediately* 

Uhtsn to this iij added vhat was Isioim alncnt iuriediatoly, thau <*hs opubli^an 



security director was also caught rod^andDd * and that the i.oui‘ nan w^uli him ware all 
Cubans, there is no rcasonablo doubt tlat in each lend intelligence analysto out their 



*b/inV-?n~ caps on irar^diatoly, weekend or no weekend. 

Because of ny own work, cy personal, experiences with aem rovsndiist Cubans, ny 



investigations of than thui their id cenradres, and most of all, ay knowledge of the 
bitterness of their aiti-foimedy and anti*J>CEOcratic beliefs they hold sincerely, I 



was pnrtieul3±3y stimulated to tliougiit whan they were identified, 

Anti-Castro Cubrns wore dec j£Ly involved in the itivesti^vStion of the ns^nsination 



of Proiducnt John F* Kennedy. One of those to whoa we shall coao hod, according to an 
FBI report in ay files, predicted that assassination two weeks before it happened* 



